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The Rule of Thirds guideline is often used in 
computational aesthetics research but has 
never been verified or validated.
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As a single key object increases in size, its 
ideal position will shift.

Approach

Eight of the stimuli sets

We tasked participants to assess 24 image 
sets of three images each (centered, Rule 
of Thirds line, Rule of Thirds point) to select 
the “most” and “least aesthetically pleasing” 
images in every set.
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Experiment Design
Preparation of experimental stimuli

Survey
24 sets, 24 different key objects, ranging in 
size from 0.1 to 0.8 of image width/height.
Select from each set:
- “most aesthetiscally pleasing”
- “least aesthetically pleasing”117 participants

Results

Of 2,808 assessments, 64.1% selected the image with the key object at the 
center as “most aesthetically pleasing” across all sizes. For composing images 
with a single key object (regardless of size) against a simple background,
centeredness is prefered over the Rule of Thirds guideline.

Why do people prefer centeredness? Does this nullify the Rule of Thirds
guideline? We hypothesise that the Rule of Thirds guideline derives from two 
simpler guidelines: a preference for centeredness and a preference for the size 
of the key object to be about 71% of the image [Hoh, 2022, Hoh et al., 2023].
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